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role of G20 Summit in Africa

ust like the African
Jhumcatcad tradition,

the G20 summit is o
premium forum for geopolit-
ical world leaders to convene
around a traditional evening
fire at Oshoto and descend
into the economic intellec-
tual arena. The discussion
1s to acknowledge histori-
cal economic pathways and
share knowledge as the tool
to transform society and shift
the global village into a more
diverse and appealing world
for people to secure economic
sustainability.

The world is experiencing
significant and increasingly
apparent transformations,
the scale of which some were
witnessed previously during
the Cold War, the fragmenta-
tion of the Soviet Union and
the collapse of the Berlin Wall
in 1989, which were monu-
mental historic events. Since
then, the world has been

shaped by a preponderance

|
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of an Anglo-Saxon worldview,
a narrative hegemony led by
the United States, Britain and
other western states. During
this era, western values and
systems of political and eco-
nomic governance have been
dominant, if not prescriptive,
particularly to developing
countries.

The global ‘free market’ and
‘liberal democracy” have been
at the forefront to inform and
entrench western views as
‘the only game in town' and
the imagination of African
leaders and institutions that
reshaped traditional cultures.
In that epoch, most of the de-
veloping world assimilated
competitive western stand-
ards of meritocracy and per-
formance based on measura-
ble outcome and output.

However, the Euro-Amer-
ican economic challenges of
2008 surfaced with ominous
signs through a series of cri-
ses in global capitalism and
liberal democracy, signalling
a far more important shift in
world history.

Endless wars and economic
strains have tested the legiti-
macy and hegemony of con-
ventional criteria of econom-
ic performance, regardless of
the focus of intelligence agen-
cies on mind control, as evi-
denced by the banality of evil
in human and child traffick-
ing and the ‘divide and rule’
support extended to African
leaders who act as puppets
within a vast network con-
trolled by some of the most
influential and wealthy fami-
lies, such as the Rothschilds.

The livelihood of African
people and their middle class
has sparked socio-economic
analysts to question if liberal
democracy can bring about
a better quality of life. In Af-
rica. the promise of freedom,
peace and development could
not be achieved, more so be-
cause of the neocolonial ways
and the many untransformed,
western-adopted corporate
governance principles as the
only way to progress good
governance,

On the academic front,
there has been knowledge as-
similation of unquestioned
Euro-American principles of



consumerism and protection
of a knowledge-based society
which has shifted wway from
plobalisation to the Afdican
village, where the quest re-
mains for economie self-goy-
ernance.
In this shift, it must be
sald that all blume cannot
be laid an the doorstep of
the western counties, In faet,
no blame eun be laid on any
western country, because Af-
ricans have been willingly en-
slaved. The inability of Afri-
can academics and thought
leaders to make themaelves
heard to African and global
lenders at the World Econom-
ic Forum, United Natiots and
G20 remalns their awn defici
of bad delt
The American thought
leader and economist, Joflery
Sachs, said at o gathering the
previous week at the Univer-
ity of South Africa (Unisa)
that Africa is gradually over-
taking Amenca's economy.
However, this is a very pro-
vocative statement, maybe his
dream, without verifiable em-
pirical evidence, Sach's pre-
diction is premised on what
Adam Smith wrote nearly
240 years ago in 1776 about
“the world rebaluncing”,
Adam'’s words and those
of Sachs resonate with the
notion of Africa realising its
resource and population po-
tentinl as the next economic
growth frontier - probably
the only remaining natural
resource frontier - and re-
claiming its future. Howey-
e several questions can be
I'n : this be a trap?
Will it materialise? When
“therek one dominant power
rising and the other one de-

Prot. Johan Coetzee

cluding the need for techni-
cal capacity,

Afriea needs to reclaim
itx position in the world. It
should foster economic de-
velopment and resolve the
moxt pressing issues in our
regiony, such as poverty und
education, and focus on the
creation of the betterment of
the lives of our biggest under-
utilised resauree, our people.
In the words of a Tanzanian
development economist and
theologian, Rogate Mshane,
“We must engage ourselves in
sdvucating for poverty eradi-
cation, and not for poverty
reduction” The way 10 eco-
nomic freedom bs by foeusing
on quality and apphied educa-
ton, not by focusing first on
our llulumi Pesoarces

The wany questions tha
surfaced at the G20 summi
are foelled by various exis-
tential disciplines of trans-
formation in areas of tech-
nology, medical science anid
the changing nature of geo-
economic polities. However,
this does not exclude others
such as funding and ‘follow
the money’, information shur-
ing and political leadership,
The G20 is an idesl forum
for 4 sustainable strategy for
complex African issues and
economic reforms. But Af-
rica must reform itself first
before it can claim o reform
the world.

Although Afriuhnthcpo-
tential to emerge as a major
force in global economic re-
lations, hosting the G20 on
African sail would be large-
v symbolic. Ideally, the con-
tinent could move beyond
merely reacting to global is-
sues and begin 1o reset the

the same thme, it may |y
it Amerien’s influence gyep
migor global outeomes and
prompt US busioesses 1o pe.
AHOSY Beo-reonomie and pe.
litieal risks,

Within this context, ey
tured with unnsuul diple.
mutic behavioural patterrs
of unforeseon SCenurios, e
alignments and diversificy-
tions will alwavs manifesy,
South Africa may deepen eco-
pomic ties with not-western
nations, for which tourism
and other arvias of develop.
menl are crealing oppaorty-
nities and multilateral COOp-
eration bevond traditiona)
western donors,

The withdrawal of America
has short-term deficits and
may have long-term trade
prospects, slthough not with-
out tenxtons and uncertain-
tes. America and the global
South may continue to share
substantinl economic tes, and
they may even strengthen, but
within multipolar contexts.
Both the US and the global
Souths executive leadership
should not corrode future
trade opportunities by mu-
tually recognising distinetive
socloseconomie values and
their stralegic partnecship.

Invest in people
The authors of this arti-
cle foresee continued en-
gagement on AGOA amid/
or similar frameworks witl
un understunding of muotun)
benefits us a prerequisite, be-
cause the US will not tolerate
free riders anymore. South
Africa should foster the Af-
rican Continental Free Trade
Agreement with cautions im-
tlse for other African stiates,
rowever, focusing on internal
African trade and removing
Barriers to trade internally.

The African green energy
and digital economy high
lighted & substantial infly-
ence on the first day of the
G20 with future conditional
cooperation.

Despite diplamatic ties,
American companies may
undergo investient and RO
ernance reforms, although
this may be pure speculi-
tion. Whatever the outeoms
of the G20, Africa should free
itself from blaming western
countries for its cennomi,

deney and reform i
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